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 We here at TAAG do our very best to do everything to help the animals we have committed to, whether old or 
young. Sometimes things do not turn out as we hope, but we learn things that can be applied to help others. Reynold was 
such a case.
 On March 1, 2015, a post was made on Facebook about four tiny pug pups and their parents who were taken in 
by an individual. This person found out later that, due to the owners hitting rough times, the babies were born in and living in 
the back of a U-haul trailer. Help was requested. The little three-day old guy seemed to be in rough shape, and it was decided 
that he should be bottle fed.  
	 He	was	taken	to	Banfield	where	he	became	TAAG’s	first	bottle	baby	patient	for	Dr.	Reynolds.	He	was	named	Reyn-
old	in	her	honor	(it	has	become	a	tradition	in	TAAG	that	a	vet’s	first	bottle	baby	patient	with	us	be	named	after	them).	Reynold	
was	diagnosed	with	aspiration	pneumonia	and	went	home	with	medications.	Within	the	first	few	days,	it	was	discovered	that	
he also had a cleft palate. Reynold amazed us all with his strong spirit, his will to live, and his spunk. He grew slowly but 
surely, and seemed to be hanging in there until a turn for the worse on March 12.  

 After an emergency trip to the vet, he was put on oxygen, 
stronger antibiotics for his pneumonia, and nebulizer treatments. TAAG was loaned an incubator and oxygen 
concentrator from a fellow rescuer to make sure that Reynold was getting enough oxygen. He seemed to rally 
for a while.
	 Reynold	passed	away	during	his	sleep	the	night	of	March	18.		Though	Reynold’s	life	was	far	too	short,	
he	had	lots	of	support	and	definitely	knew	love	and	care	thanks	to	a	caring	group	of	individuals	who	took	an	
interest	in	fighting	with	and	giving	the	tiny	guy	the	chance	he	deserved.		
 We saw how much of a difference an incubator made in his case. Not long after we lost Reynold, we got 
in a litter of very young kittens. We again used the incubator to give them a constant oxygen and heat source. 
They grew strong and fast. 
 Thanks to little Reynold, and some very generous and caring individuals, TAAG was able to purchase 
our own incubator and oxygen concentrator. Our NICU set-up has helped many litters of bottle babies this 
summer.	We’re	happy	that	Reynold’s	legacy	lives	on	and	he	will	continue	to	make	an	impact	as	other	babies	

now have the absolute best chance we are able to give them.  

Reynold

Reynold’s Gift

TAAG’s NICU

 Life	is	a	funny	thing,	and	even	in	the	most	unexpected	places	we	find	strength.
 Stephen, a six-year-old tuxedo, was turned into the Hendersonville County Animal Services when he turned up on the 

doorstep of a family. He had a large, abscessed wound on his head, and they had no idea what to do. The shelter took 
him in and got him healed up. As he got better and the swelling went down, it was apparent that Stephen had some 
brain damage from whatever happened to him. (We learned later that Stephen had been living as a stray in a burned-
out	home	with	a	colony	of	ferals.	There	had	been	a	fight,	and	Stephen	fell	out	of	a	second-story	window	right	onto	his	
head.	He	ran	off	before	he	could	be	caught	and	helped,	and	turned	up	a	week	later.) 

 Stephen’s	TAAG	story	begins	with	a	call	to	us	from	HCAS—they	had	a	special	needs	cat	that	they	wouldn’t	be	able	to	
adopt out, and wanted our help. We agreed, and Terry took him into her home for a long-term assessment to determine 
his adoptability.  

 It	soon	became	apparent	that,	while	brain	damaged,	Stephen	wasn’t	significantly	impaired.	He	could	still	eat,	drink,	and	
use	a	litter	box.	He	moved	funny—carefully,	like	he	was	taking	time	to	make	sense	of	what	he	was	seeing.	However,	he	
could	hear	and	see	fine.	

 We set out terms for his adoption: he would need a single-level home as we did not think he could do stairs, with someone who would have a lot of love and 
patience to give, who would take the time to brush him. Stephen was unable to groom himself, and so his coat was dull, dandruffy, and shedding. 
 Stephen spent some time out at PetSmart, where he quickly became a favorite of the enclosure volunteers and 
PetSmart	staff.	He	was	super	friendly	and	loved	all	the	attention—and	daily	brushings—he	was	getting.	Sometime	during	
his	stay	Stephen	came	down	with	a	“kitty	cold”	and	had	to	go	back	to	Terry’s	for	the	duration	of	his	medication.	By	that	
time,	kitten	season	was	in	full	swing.	And	that’s	when	it	happened. 
	 As	it	turns	out,	Stephen	LOVES	kittens.	The	kittens	were	skeptical	about	this	at	first,	until	they	realized	his	
strange gait was just the way he walked and did not mean they were about to be pounced on. Stephen would snuggle 
with	the	little	ones,	and	they	would	snuggle	back	and	interact	a	lot	with	him.	And	that’s	when	we	noticed	something	pretty	
significant:	Stephen	had	started	to	groom	them.	Grooming	the	kittens	eventually	turned	into	grooming	himself.	Stephen	
was relearning behaviors! 
	 By	the	time	Stephen	came	back	to	PetSmart,	this	gentle	cat’s	coat	was	soft,	shiny	and	healthy	looking.	He	could	
jump	up	and	down	into	his	enclosure	(and	the	couch).	All	from	watching	kittens.	Stephen	was	adopted	this	past	August,	
and	is	absolutely	loved	and	spoiled.	He	is	happy	in	his	home,	and	we	couldn’t	be	more	excited	about	that. 
 

Stephen’s Journey



:: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: 

 Please  sponsor our adoptable animals!

Name: _____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City: ______________________________State: ______Zip Code: _________
Phone (Cell or Home): ____________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________

   THANK YOU!!

Please make checks payable to TAAG. 
Mail to: TAAG, PO Box 844, Brevard, NC  28712

Your tax-deductible donation makes a difference to pets and families
in our community. TAAG is a 501c3 non-profit corporation.

____$10 for one 
rabies shot
____$45 to neuter 
one cat
____$65 to spay 
one dog
____$95 to sponser 
one cat or dog

$________ in honor of: 
____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________

	 We	at	TAAG	believe	everyone	deserves	a	chance,	and	once	we	commit,	we’re	in	for	the	long-haul.	Here	are	a	couple	of	our	cats	who	are	special	needs:
GRYFFIN	-	Gryffin	is	a	12-14	year	old	beautiful	black	cat	who	came	to	us	via	Henderson	County	Animal	Services.	Gryffin	had	been	in	
their shelter for a few months with no luck and became “at risk”, so we decided to take him.
	 After	a	little	while	with	us,	we	noticed	that	something	wasn’t	quite	right	with	Gryffin,	so	we	had	Banfield	give	him	a	thorough	
check-up.	Turns	out,	his	blood	sugar	level	was	over	400!	A	normal	cat	has	a	Blood-Glucose	level	of	65-135.	Gryffin	was	diabetic,	and	
we needed to get him regulated on insulin.  
 Through a kind, anonymous donor, we were able to buy the insulin our vet recommended and syringes. It has taken two 
months	of	trial	and	error,	but	we	believe	we	are	nearing	Gryffin’s	magic	insulin	number. 
	 Throughout	this	process,	this	gentle	boy	has	been	nothing	but	sweet,	and	has	actually	been	nicknamed	“the	Don	Cat”.	He	
chills	in	his	bed,	and	is	visited	throughout	the	day	by	all	of	the	kittens.	Once	he	is	regulated	and	stable,	Gryffin	will	be	back	up	for	
adoption to an experienced cat owner who can keep his schedule and diet.

CLARK - Clark came to us, again, from Henderson County. He was part of a litter of strays being looked after by a 
family.	One	day,	they	noticed	that	little	Clark	couldn’t	walk.	They	took	him	to	the	shelter,	where	we	came	across	him.	
We took him in to foster to assess him, and what we found was a half-paralyzed kitten with a major personality. Clark 
doesn’t	have	use	of	his	back	legs,	and	feels	no	pain	in	them.	We	do,	however,	think	he	might	have	a	bit	of	use	of	his	
tail. He had control of his inner workings, so we needed to get him upright so his growing kitten body did not grow…
weird. 
	 After	doing	countless	hours	of	research	online,	it	was	determined	that	there	just	wasn’t	a	mobility	cart	
available	for	the	size	of	a	five-week	old	kitten.	Terry	decided	that	she	was	going	to	build	him	one.	We	found	a	product	
called	“InstaMorph	Moldable	Plastic”—plastic	beads	that	could	be	melted	down	in	hot	water	and	sculpted	into	any	
shape.  
 About twenty attempts and a pair of wooden wheels later, and Clark had a cart! He was very skeptical 
about	this	contraption	he	was	in	at	first,	but	it	didn’t	take	him	long	to	start	running	at	full	speeds	through	Terry’s	home.	 
	 Clark	is	13	weeks	old	now,	much	bigger	than	he	was	when	he	came	to	us,	and	on	his	third	cart	(fully	equipped	with	shrinky-dink	Superman	emblems).	In	his	
mind,	this	kitten	has	no	limitations,	which	usually	ends	up	with	his	cart	turned	over	when	he	tries	to	climb	something.	He	will	eventually	need	a	double	leg	amputation—
while	he	has	regained	some	more	control	over	his	tail,	we	think,	his	legs	have	atrophied	and	will	never	support	his	weight.	We’re	not	yet	sure	the	cost	of	this	surgery.
	 We	wouldn’t	have	this	guy	any	other	way.	Clark’s	forcible	personality	has	earned	him	a	following	with	all	of	our	volunteers	and	the	staff	of	both	PetSmart	and	
Banfield.	He	can	be	seen	most	Saturdays	at	PetSmart	during	TAAG	Adoptions	Days,	charming	people	and	melting	hearts. 

TAAG Special Cats

TAAG NEEDS YOU…to VOLUNTEER! 
We need volunteers! 

-Dog	Fosters
-Cat Fosters

-Saturday	Adoption	Day	volunteers
-Public Relations

-Grant Writers/Fundraisers
 

Please contact us at our TAAG Line and 
leave	a	message:	828-966-3166

OR 
Email us at taagwags@gmail.com! 

Find us on Facebook!  www.facebook.com/TAAGwags

    How Can I Help? 
 Don’t	have	time	to	volunteer?	You	can	still	help	TAAG!	We	are	in	DESPARATE need of 
funds! Running a rescue, even a foster network without a designated facility, is expensive. We have to 
buy food, litter, toys, puppy pads, and pay for vetting!  
	 So	what	can	you	do?	Donate!	There	are	many	ways	to	donate	to	TAAG’s	cause	of	helping	
the animals in our community.
-Donate straight to us: Cut out the bottom portion of this news letter and mail it back to us at the 
address listed below. 
-Online:	Go	to	our	website,	taagwags.org,	and	click	on	the	“Donate”	button	on	the	bottom	of	the	page.	
This will take you to our Paypal donation page.
-Amazon Wish-list:	Did	you	know	that	TAAG	has	an	Amazon	Wish-list?	We	have	filled	it	with	all	of	the	
products that we use regularly! You can buy them, and they will automatically send to us! 
	 Remember,	all	of	your	donations	are	Tax	Deductible,	and	go	straight	into	our	funds	to	help	
the	animals	around	us!	Donate	today!


